XIII. TOPICAL EVENTS OF
THE YEAR

The death of the King had many repercussions. Such
was the demand for general mourning that young
dressmakers, in these days before sewing machines,
worked day and night. Here is an instance subsequently
given in the Government report:

'Witness worked without going to bed, from four
o'clock on Thursday morning till half past ten on Sun-
day morning; during this time witness did not sleep at
all; of this she is certain. In order to keep awake, she
stood nearly the whole of Thursday, Friday and Saturday
night, only sitting down for half an hour for rest. Two
other Young Persons worked at the same house for the
same time/

Cases are reported of total blindness resulting from
continued application to making mourning.

The 'Seven Bards of Seven Dials' must also have been
working overtime. Broadsides and ballads were still sold
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